Concept note

Civil Society Anti-Poverty Consultation Workshops

October 2009

1. Background  
The Presidency has requested the Southern Africa Trust to help mobilize South African civil society on the Anti-Poverty Strategy (APS). A first meeting took place on July 22, 2009 and a task team has been set up to propose a mechanism for civil society engagement with the Presidency on the Anti-Poverty Strategy. The Task Team met and decided to hold provincial consultations to get civil society inputs on the Anti-Poverty Strategy and on the mechanisms for engagement with the Presidency. A national dialogue will be convened after the provincial consultations where civil society will present its inputs in the anti-poverty strategy as well as the mechanism for engagement with the Presidency on this strategy. 
The Trust is facilitating these consultations in the nine provinces. It is envisaged that Umhlaba, working with Provincial Coordination Team Leaders will handle the logistics and facilitation of the workshops.
A. PROVINCIAL CONSULTATIONS ON THE ANTI-POVERTY STRATEGY

2. Objectives of the provincial consultations

The primary objective of the provincial consultations is to generate input from Civil Society on the Anti-Poverty Strategy. In addition, the workshops will be used to solicit the views of Civil Society on the proposed mechanism/model for Civil Society engagement with the Presidency on the APS.     
3. Structure of the provincial programme
· One day workshop per province

· One provincial organization will convene and organize the meeting with Umhlaba’s support
· Umhlaba will facilitate and document the workshops
· Representation will reflect a broad spectrum of Civil Society Organizations. The provincial workshop will be attended by approximately 30 civil society representatives of the different sectors: Non Government Organizations (NGOS), Community Based Organizations (CBOs), Faith Based Organizations (FBO’s), Trade Unions, Business, Social Movements, Research organizations, Youth organizations and traditional leaders  
4. Programme 
· Introduction of the Anti Poverty Strategy by the Presidency
· Presentation of the mechanisms of engagement with the Presidency
· commission\sectoral discussions and positions e.g. union, churches etc
· commission discussions on the civil society\Presidency engagement strategy and mechanism
· plenary consolidation
· Nomination of approximately ten delegates to the national workshop
	Date 
	Province 
	Hosting Organization

	8 October 2009
	Mpumalanga
	TBC 

	13 October 2009
	KwaZulu Natal 
	TBC

	15 October 2009
	Limpopo
	TBC

	19 October 2009
	W\Cape
	TBC

	21 October  2009
	N\Cape
	TBC

	23 October 2009
	E\Cape
	TBC

	26 October 2009
	Freestate
	TBC

	 28 October 2009
	North West
	TBC

	30 October  2009
	Gauteng
	TBC


5. Output 
The major output emanating from the provincial workshop will be a comprehensive report containing the provincial inputs on the anti-poverty strategy and the provincial position on the mechanism for civil society engagement with the presidency.   

B. NATIONAL DIALOGUE ON THE ANTI-POVERTY STRATEGY 
1. Objectives 

The main objective of the national dialogue is the consolidation of civil society inputs on the anti-poverty strategy and the mechanisms for civil society engagement with the Presidency on the anti-poverty strategy. The different sector positions will be collated so as to create a single report articulating a coherent Civil Society position on the APS itself and the proposed mechanism for engagement. 
2. Structure
· Convened over two days in Johannesburg/ Pretoria , 
· Organized, facilitated and documented by Umhlaba
· Task team convenes the meeting and plays the public role

· Approximately 100 delegates , 10 from each province
· Proposed date : 18\19 November  

3. Programme 
· Opening and Background of provincial consultations by rep of the Task Team 
· Opening by the Presidency
· Presentation by Civil Society Task Team on Objectives of the process and road map

· Provincial discussions and consolidation of civil society anti-poverty strategy inputs 
· Provincial discussions on civil society engagement strategies,
· Provincial discussions on ongoing civil society institutional arrangements for ongoing co-ordination between sectors,
· Plenary consolidation of civil society positions 
· Press briefing
4. Output 

The input from the national workshop is a comprehensive report containing a consolidation of the provincial inputs on the anti-poverty strategy and the mechanism for civil society engagement with the Presidency on the anti-poverty strategy.  
