Keys Issues and Questions to guide civil society preparation for the Provincial Workshops

The Provincial workshops convened to discuss Governments Anti-poverty strategy and to develop a mechanism for engagement with government will take place over one day. The documents sent in advance as well as these guiding questions are aimed at ensuring that participants come to the workshop prepared to engage in meaningful discussions. Given that there is limited time for the discussion it is of utmost importance that participants and sectors come prepared and not see the documents at the workshop for the first time.

There are two documents provided to you:

· The Anti-poverty strategy produced by the presidency which includes a concise executive summary, and

· A Sangoco document on key issues to consider in an Anti-poverty strategy. This documents is made available to provide participants with a civil society perspective to stimulate debate. It is not a proposal for civil society to adopt.

Group Discussion One: The Anti Poverty Strategy

The first group discussion will focus on civil society’s response and feedback to the Anti Poverty Strategy. The following questions will guide the discussion:

Given your own work to eradicate poverty:

· What is positive about the strategy that you like and will add value in the  fight against poverty

· What is negative about the strategy and will not work in your experience

· What needs to be done to rectify any weaknesses in the strategy

· What do you think the role of civil society\your sector of civil society should be in the implementation of the strategy, 

Group Discussion Two: Civil Society\Government Engagement Mechanisms
Assuming civil society wants to play a role in the implementation of the Anti-Poverty strategy a mechanism for engagement with government will have to be developed to ensure meaningful participation by the sector. Civil society needs to develop and propose a mechanism for its engagement and this consultation process aims to arrive at such a mechanism. The following questions will need to be considered:

· What does civil society want to get out of the engagement with government’

· What mechanisms will be the most effective at local, provincial and national sectoral levels (e.g. Rural Development, Health, Housing)

· What does government need to do to facilitate this engagement

The discussion on an engagement mechanism with government assumes that civil society has a co-ordination mechanism across its different sub sectors. A level of co-ordination will be important to make the implementation and monitoring of any engagement mechanism effective. The following question will have to be addressed:

· What mechanism should be put in place to ensure co-ordination between different civil society sectors?

The issues raised and questions posed in this two-page document are meant to guide and stimulate discussion. They are not meant to stifle or limit the debate. 
